
City of Indian Rocks Beach

We Did It, IRB! We’re the Best Beach Town!

There is exciting news to celebrate in our little slice of paradise: Indian Rocks Beach has been
named Best Beach Town by Creative Loafing!

While our beautiful shoreline, breathtaking sunsets and sparkling Gulf waters certainly make IRB
special, we know this recognition is about so much more than the beach. It is about the heart of our
community; the friendly waves, locally owned businesses, treasured traditions and neighbors who
are always willing to lend a helping hand.

Indian Rocks Beach is where families make memories, friends gather for community events and
visitors quickly discover why so many of us are proud to call IRB home. From peaceful morning
walks along the shore and afternoons at Kolb Park to local dining, outdoor adventures and picture-
perfect sunsets, our city offers the best of coastal living with the warmth and charm of a close knit
community.

Being named Best Beach Town is an incredible honor, and it belongs to everyone who helps make
Indian Rocks Beach such a remarkable place. Thank you to our neighbors, businesses, community
organizations, volunteers, visitors, and Team IRB members for sharing your time, energy and love
for our city.

We have always known Indian Rocks Beach is one of a kind and now, even more people know it too!
Here’s to our beautiful beach town, the wonderful people who call it home and the community spirit
that brings us together.

Indian Rocks Beach: A Great Place to Visit and an Even Better Place to Call Home.

Building Community One Neighbor at a Time

Quarterly Neighbor Newsletter

October, November, December, 2026

1





3



4



CLEANER SAND, FRESHER AIR:
NEW BEACH SMOKING AND VAPING BAN

The City of Indian Rocks Beach is taking another step toward protecting the shoreline we
all love. Ordinance 2026-04, effective September 8, 2026, prohibits cigarettes and vaping
on the City’s public beaches. The City Commission unanimously approved the ordinance
to help keep our beaches clean and welcoming for neighbors and visitors.

The ordinance covers the possession and use of cigarettes, filtered cigars, electronic
cigarettes and vaping devices. Exceptions include unfiltered cigars, certain City
sponsored or co sponsored events specifically approved by the City Commission, and
areas the Commission may designate for smoking by resolution.

This measure aims to reduce exposure to secondhand smoke, prevent cigarette butt and
vaping related litter, and protect coastal resources and wildlife. Every piece of litter kept
off the sand helps preserve the beauty of Indian Rocks Beach.

Neighbors and visitors can help by following posted beach rules and sharing this update
with family, friends and guests. Local businesses and vacation rental hosts are also
encouraged to make beachgoers aware of the change.

Thank you for helping care for our coast and keeping Indian Rocks Beach a place
everyone can enjoy.

Building Community, One Neighbor at a Time.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

NATIONAL POLLUTION DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM

The  N.P.D.E.S.  (National  Pollution  Discharge  Elimination  System)  regulations  
require municipalities to demonstrate adequate legal authority to prohibit illicit discharges to 
our storm sewer systems, provide maps of our storm sewers and outfalls, provide monitoring
data showing the quality of runoff from local areas of various land use types, propose a
management program that includes control measures to reduce pollutants in runoff, provide a
program to detect and remove illicit discharges to our system, provide a program for monitoring
compliance  and the success of our programs, and provide an accounting of our fiscal resources
available for carrying out this program.

In April 1994, the City of Indian Rocks Beach participated, along with other cities in Pinellas 
County, in jointly applying for our N.P.D.E.S. permit through Pinellas County. The cities, FDOT 
and Pinellas County work to protect and promote the public health, safety and general welfare 
through the management of storm water runoff. This is where you, as a resident, can help.

WHY ARE WE INSPECTING FOR ILLICIT DISCHARGES?

The City of Indian Rocks Beach is basically responsible to ensure that our storm water discharges 
do not pollute the waters of the United States. The regulations require that we adopt 
 an ordinance to prohibit illicit discharges. In May 1994, the City enacted Ordinance 
No. 545 specifically dealing with storm water sewers.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I FIND A SUSPECTED DISCHARGE?

You should report it to the City of Indian Rocks Beach Public Works Department, at 727/595- 
6889, or the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, at 727/582-6200. They will then decide whether to 
report it further and to whom. They will also decide, based on your observation, if 
it is an emergency that needs to be stopped right away.

LEGAL DISCHARGES

Some discharges are not considered illegal under the City’s Ordinance include:

►FLows from firefighting, Irrigation water, Diverted stream flows, Rising ground waters
►Water line flushing and other contributions from potable water sources
►Uncontaminated pumped groundwater, Foundation and footing drains
►Water from crawl space pumps, Uncontaminated air conditioning condensation
►Individual residential car washings, Springs, Flows from riparian habitats and wetland
►Swimming pools direct infiltration of ground water to the separate storm sewer system

10



Neighbors can help protect Indian Rocks Beach by keeping drainage areas clear,
maintaining their properties and staying informed. These simple steps can reduce
localized flooding and support a safer community.

Keep drainage areas clear.

Keep trash, leaves and yard debris out of streets, storm drains, swales and ditches.
Blockages can cause water to back up into streets, yards and homes.

Maintain drainage on your property.

Regularly inspect drainage areas on your property and safely remove accumulated
leaves and debris. Clear pathways help rainwater flow away from structures. Avoid
redirecting runoff onto neighboring properties or altering public drainage facilities.

Plan for proper drainage.

Consider drainage when planning landscaping or property improvements. Rain
gardens, pervious pavers and vegetated buffers can help manage runoff when
appropriate for the site. Consult the proper permitting authorities before changing
grading or drainage. Visit pinellas.gov/stormwater-manual for guidance.

Stay informed and prepared.

Monitor local news, official weather forecasts and City updates when flooding is
possible. Sign up for Alert Pinellas to receive emergency notifications by text, phone or
email at pinellas.gov/alert-pinellas. Know your evacuation zone, follow evacuation
orders and never drive or walk through floodwater.

Maintaining drainage can help reduce flooding from rainfall, but it does not prevent
storm surge or eliminate flood risk.

Building Community One Prepared Neighbor at a Time.
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HELP REDUCE FLOODING IN OUR COMMUNITY

https://pinellas.gov/stormwater-manual/
https://pinellas.gov/alert-pinellas/
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RESPECT THE LOCALS
Protecting Manatees in Indian Rocks Beach

Body

Manatees are frequent visitors to the waterways around Indian Rocks Beach, but they're
not always easy to see.

From April 1 through October 31, designated waters outside the Intracoastal Waterway
channel in our area are Slow Speed, Minimum Wake, as indicated by FWC regulatory
markers.

You may not always see a marker when entering the water from a private dock or vacation
rental. However, it is still the boater's responsibility to know and follow the
regulations.

And yes, WaveRunners and Jet Skis count, too. A propeller isn't the only danger. FWC
says watercraft collisions can cause blunt-force trauma as well as sharp injuries, and either
can kill a manatee. 

WHY SLOWING DOWN MATTERS

FWC researchers found that 1 in 4 adult manatees studied had evidence of 10 or more
watercraft strikes. Only 4% had no watercraft-related scars. And because not every strike
leaves a permanent scar, the actual number struck may be even higher.
 
Know the zone before you go. Slow down. Stay alert. 
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LIBRARY NEWS

Check Out What’s Happening at the IRB Library!

Visit the Indian Rocks Beach Library this fall for stories, discovery, and connection. The
library is open Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM–4:00 PM.

Story Time with Ms. Beth
Join Ms. Beth every Wednesday at 11:30 AM for songs, stories, and fun!

Book Club
Enjoy a lively discussion on the last Tuesday of each month, 4:00–5:00 PM. Upcoming
selections include How to Stop Time by Matt Haig and Yesteryear.

Florida Explorers
The adventure continues this fall with Saturday programs! Visit the library’s webpage for
program details and dates.

Give Your Books a New Chapter
The Friends of the Library are accepting book donations. Your contributions help
support our community library!

For more information, call 727-596-1822 or visit the IRB Library webpage.

https://www.indian-rocks-beach.com/our-community/irb-library/
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Communication Builds Community

You're Not Alone—We're Here for You

At the City of Indian Rocks Beach, we know that staying informed brings peace of
mind, especially during hurricane season and as our community continues to
recover and rebuild. No matter what questions you have or information you need,
you don't have to navigate it alone.

Whether you're looking for the latest updates, emergency information, City news, or
simply need to reach us, we're here to help. 

Stay connected through our Emergency Weather Hotline, City website, TextMyGov,
Facebook page, or by calling City Hall. Every neighbor matters, and we're committed
to keeping you informed, connected, and supported every step of the way.

Building Community means making sure no neighbor feels alone. 

We are here for you, today, tomorrow, and whenever you need us. 💙🌴
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City of IRB Partners with ForeRunner
We are excited to announce our partnership with Forerunner. Our new public website
provides convenient access to property information and important documents, helping our
community stay informed and reducing the need for in-person or phone requests.

You can use the website to…

1.    Search for property information:
Every property within Indian Rocks Beach has a public profile that may include characteristics,
available documents, and relevant requirements or notices. Search by address to learn more.

   2.   View important documents:
If documents such as permits, certificates, or reports are on file, you can search for them on
the website and download them instantly.

   3.    Understand applicable requirements:
The website may include details about any applicable local regulations, review thresholds,
building requirements, or other considerations that apply to the property.

   4.   Request help:
If you can’t find what you need, submit a request through the Get Help page. Enter the
property address and include any details about your question and our staff will respond as
soon as possible.

You can visit Forerunner through the following link: indianrocksbeachfl.withforerunner.com.
 

https://indianrocksbeachfl.withforerunner.com/
https://indianrocksbeachfl.withforerunner.com/properties/get-help


Recycle Right, Indian Rocks Beach: Small Habits Make a Big Difference

Keeping Indian Rocks Beach beautiful begins with everyday choices. including what we place in our recycling
bins. The City encourages neighbors to review its recycling guides and follow a simple reminder: When in
doubt, leave it out.

Knowing what belongs in the bin helps keep unsuitable materials from mixing with accepted recyclables. A
few moments spent sorting at home can make a difference for our community.

According to the City’s recycling guide, accepted items include glass bottles and jars; plastic bottles and jugs;
metal food and beverage cans; milk, juice and broth cartons; and paper and cardboard.

All recyclables should be clean and dry. Empty containers, remove food residue and allow them to dry before
placing them in the bin. The guide also instructs neighbors to remove caps and lids and keep straws out of
recycling.

One especially important reminder: Keep recyclables loose. Plastic bags and bagged recycling do not belong in
the bin. Collecting recyclables in a bag may seem convenient, but neighbors should empty accepted items
directly into the recycling container.

Other items that should stay out include clothing, yard waste, foam packaging products, paper towels,
tissues, napkins, shredded paper, wires, cords and hoses. Food waste and items containing food residue also
do not belong.

An item’s exclusion from curbside recycling does not necessarily mean there are no other options. Some
materials may be suitable for reuse, donation or a separate collection program. Neighbors can find guidance
through Pinellas County’s “Where Does It Go?” search tool by visiting Pinellas.gov/where and selecting “For
Homes.”

For recycling questions, contact Pinellas County at 727-464-7500 or recycle@pinellas.gov.

By following these simple guidelines, Indian Rocks Beach neighbors can make recycling part of caring for the
place we call home. It is another everyday way we are Building Community—one neighbor, one choice and one
recycling bin at a time.
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☀️ 2026 FOURTH QUARTER EVENTS ☀️🌊
Mark your calendars and bring the good vibes—there’s lots happening around town!



Lan Vaughan
Mayor Commissioner

lvaughan@irbcity.com

Janet Wilson
Vice Mayor-Commissioner

jwilson@irbcity.com

John Bigelow
Commissioner

jbigelow@irbcity.com

BEST OF THE BAY DISPLAY

Hilary King
Commissioner

hking@irbcity.com

Kellee Watt
Commissioner

kwatt@irbcity.com

Ryan Henderson
City Manager

rhenderson@irbcity.com

1507 Bay Palm Blvd-Indian Rocks Beach, FL 33785
City Hall      Public  Works Dept.      L ibrary

(727) 595-2517     (727) 595-6889       (727) 596-1822

“Building Community”
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