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March 9
March 11
March 16
March 20
March 23

2010 Events

IRB Mayoral Election Day
Planning & Zoning Board
Board of Adj. & Appeals

Great American Clean Up
City Commission Meeting

FHRKRXFRXXRXX

April 3

April 3

April 13
April 15
April 17
April 20
April 27

Beauty and the Beach
Faster Egg Hunt

City Commission Meeting
Planning & Zoning Board
Citywide Garage Sales
Board of Adj. & Appeals
City Commission Meeting

The plummeting U.S. economy has emboldened a flurry of
unlicensed contractors in Indian Rocks Beach. Their victims are
average folk, like you and me. They prey upon the innocent and
thrifty. They steal our jobs, lower our standard of living, threaten our
investments and jeopardize our safety. Such is the saga of the unli-

Unlicensed Contractors

censed contractor.

The Florida Legislature has enacted laws designed to protect
citizens from unscrupulous contractors by requiring that all con-
struction be performed by licensed contractors. Florida Statute
489.115(1) declares, “No person may engage in the business of
contracting in this state without first being certified or registered in
the proper classification”. F.S. 553.79 goes on to say, “After the
effective date of the Florida Building Code adopted as herein pro-
vided, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, or gov-
ernmental entity to construct, erect, alter, modify, repair, or demol-
ish any building within this state without first obtaining a permit

therefore from the appropriate enforcing agency...”.

Below are some inherent characteristics of unlicensed contrac-
tors that help to distinguish them from legitimate contractors includ-

ing:

o Never obtains required permits;

e May insist that the owner obtain an ‘owner-contractor’

permit;

e Does not produce official proof of licensure or insurance;

unl i

censed

Vehicle, leterhead, business cards, and advertissments do not
display a license number as required by law;

Requires a substantial portion of the contract price in advance
or early in the job;

Steps to avoid being scammed by an unlicensed contractor include:

Insist on seeing a license and certificates of insurance for work-
ers’ compensation and general liability insurance.

Require that the contract stipulate that all permits must be ob-
fained by the contractor.

Obtain a list of referrals for jobs that the contractor has done
locally, then call the clients to learn about their experience.

Contact the local building department to check the contractor’s
credentials and permitting and inspection history on other jobs.

Contact the Better Business Bureau or Chamber of Commerce
fo see if the contractor is a participating member in good stand-

ing.
Contact the State or County licensing

board to see if any complaints have
been lodged against the contractor.

Building Official
Librarian

@t’f? Commission
727/595-2517
Mayor R. B. Johnson
Vice Mayorjoanne Kennedy
Commissioner Phil Hanna
Commissioner Daniel Torres
Commissioner Terry Hamilton Wollin

City Manager Charles S. Coward
City Attorney Maura Kiefer
City Clerk Deanne B. O'Reilly

M. Earl “Sandy” Sanders
Dean A. Scharmen
Danny E. Taylor
Daniel N. Weigner
Jane Mitchell

City Treasurer
Public Services Director
Planning & Zoning Director
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2010 BEAUTY AND THE BEACH

Beauty and the Beach 2010 is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 3, from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., with activities on
the beach in front of the IRB/Pinellas County Park, be-
tween 17™ and 18" Avenues, and at Kolb Park.

18™ Avenue Beach Access

Gulfside Gallop
OMi ss Beauty and t he
Music, Food, Beverages and T-Shirt Sales

i
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Kolb Park/Beach Art Center
Pancake Breakfast
Bake Sale
Library Book Sale
Chil drends
Fine Arts and Crafts
Chalk Walk
Food, Beverages and T-Shirt Sales

EASTER EGG HUNT

ALL kids are invited to the Easter Egg Hunt at the
Indian Rocks Beach Nature Preserve (903 Gulf Boulevard)
on Saturday April 3 beginning at 10:00 a.m.

This event is sponsored by the City of Indian Rocks
Beach and the | RB Homeowner s
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SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT
ELECTRONICS RECYLING PROGRAM

The City will collect any and all electronics
(tvos, vecr 0s, dvr os, com
printers, fax machines, stereos, telephones, calcula-
tors, microwaves), free of charge as part of the City
of Indian Rocks Beach Electronics Recycling Program.

Residents are asked to please refrain from
disposing of electronics within their normal house-
hold waste as this will contaminate the vehicle load
and present a problem for the City with disposal pro-
cedures (rejected loads with increased tipping fees/
fines).

® e e e ©e o

assistance with this program,

please feel free to contact the

Public Services Department @

727/595 -6889, Monday thru Friday
7:00a 0 3:30p.

For
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@a) THE ClI TY6S ANNUAL |
I Most everyone has seen the recent articl
newspapers discussing concerns and plan
and a number of cit
cally, the County and larger cities, due to the comple
operations, begin the annual budget cycle earlier th
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The City of Indian Rocks begins its budget
months of actual operating results for the current fis
able, which is WA rmpid i | At this
also prepared. To begin the process, standardized
which include prior
formance, are distributed to City department heads
their individual budgets.
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Completed departmental operating budgets
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several weeks to the City Manager for his review, after

individually with department heads to discuss their
During these meetings, with input from the departn
nance staff, the City Manager will make revisions
budget requests.

As s o@ff will algo,prepare a proposed Five Year
ment Program (CIP) which is presented for discussi
mission in a June workshop. During development
budget, the Finance and
tee, also reviews the budget and the CIP and prese
dations to the City Commission on these documents
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sented to the City Commission by the City Manager
City Commission Budget work sessiowéeptieldistmssi
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the budget, followed by a second work session two wee
ing these work sessions, and others if necessary, the Ce
proposed millage rate for the coming year in late July.

rate and the date, time, and place of the first pub
budget are provided to the Property Appraiser for pu

ic I
plic

In September, the first public hearing to adopt

budget and millage rate is held and two Weeks later
ing to adopt a final budget ai
rate is held. Upon acceptan
budget and millage rate at this
ing by the City Commission, |
Year 2011 budget is set and ??;
on October 1, 2010. \
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N.P.D.E.S.
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), through regulations adopted in 1990 under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), requires large, medium and small municipalities (including Indian Rocks Beach) to ob-
tain permits for the operation and maintenance of their storm sewer systems where those systems discharge storm water to the
waters of the United States.

Q FLoRIDA
405 sarest B

The regulations require municipalities to demonstrate adequate legal authority to prohibit illicit discharges to our storm sewer
systems, provide maps of our storm sewers and outfalls, provide monitoring data showing the quality of runoff from local areas of various land use types,
propose a management program that includes control measures to reduce pollutants in runoff, provide a program to detect and remove illicit discharges to
our system, provide a program for monitoring compliance and the success of our programs, and provide an accounting of our fiscal resources available for
carrying out this program.

In April 1994, the City of Indian Rocks Beach participated, along with other cities in Pinellas County, in jointly applying for our N.P.D.E.S. permit
through Pinellas County. The cities, FDOT and Pinellas County desire to continue to protect and promote the public health, safety and general welfare
through the management of storm water runoff, and to continue the existing relationships and responsibilities for the control of discharge to municipal storm
sewer systems (MS4) as outlined in 40 C.F.R., Section 122.26.

The City of Indian Rocks Beach made a conscious decision to utilize existing staff, rather than creating new jobs, to track and investigate illicit
discharges to our storm sewer system as part of their normal work. This is where YOU, as a resident, can help.

WHY ARE WE INSPECTING FOR ILLICIT DISCHARGES?

The City of Indian Rocks Beach is basically responsible to ensure that our storm water discharges do not pollute the waters of the United States.
To do this, we have to be able to keep pollutants from being put into our storm sewers. The regulations require that we adopt an ordinance to prohibit illicit
discharges. In May 1994, the City of Indian Rocks Beach enacted Ordinance 545 specifically dealing with storm water sewers. Any di s char
storm sewer system not in compliance with that ordinance is considered an illicit discharge.

WHO WILL DO THE INSPECTING AND INVESTIGATING?

The EPA regulations require that we submit our proposed program for managing our storm sewer system. This program was to include our proce-
dures to be followed to locate and investigate potential illicit discharges and to enforce our ordinance. As mentioned above, we made a decision to utilize
existing staff to keep an eye out for illicit discharges while they are in the field conducting their normal work. However, the City has far too many streets and
storm drain inlets for our employees to be in all places at one time which is why we are asking residents for assistance in notifying us when there is a possi-
ble illicit discharge suspected. Once a potential problem has been reported, City staff will conduct an investigation and make an informed determination of
what to do next.

SHOULD YOU COLLECT SAMPLES OR OTHER PHYSICAL EVIDENCE?

By all means, you should NOT attempt to collect samples as there is some possibility that an illicit discharge may be toxic or otherwise hazardous.
The City of Indian Rocks Beach does not want its residents taking risks with their health.

Also, there is an art to collecting evidence that will hold up in court, and people trained to collect samples for evidence should do the sampling. If
you attempt to do it, you might end up contaminating either the samples or the site. If you see an illicit discharge, report the problem and let trained people
take it from there.

WHAT SHOULD | DO IF | FIND A SUSPECTED DISCHARGE?

You should report it to the City of Indian Rocks Beach Public Services Department, at 727-595-6889, or the Pinellas County Sherif f 6 s Of
-582-6200, who will then decide whether to report it further and to whom. They will also decide, based on your observation, if it is an emergency that needs
to be stopped right away.

HOW SOON DO | NEED TO REPORT IT?

The best approach is to report the illicit discharge right away, particularly if it appears to be in progress, in order that the proper personnel can
respond before it is too late.
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WHAT IS AN ILLICIT DISCHARGE? 7 HOW DO | RECOGNIZE ONE?

Basically, an illicit discharge consists of allowing any contaminant to enter the City of Indian Rocks Beach storm sewer system. The storm sewer
system was designed to handle water, to prevent flooding, and not as a place to dump or discharge waste.

DELIBERATLEY DUMPING ILLICIT DISCHARGES

o This kind of discharge is sporadic; often occurring at night or on weekends, when the person involved believes he is not being observed.
o This kind of discharge is not predictable, and as a result, is hard to sample for gathering evidence.
e This kind of discharge could be toxic since it is often done by businesses trying to get rid of waste without having to do it properly. As a result, you
really need to avoid coming in contact with it, or even breathing fumes if it is volatile.
Often we need to make a quick decision to respond to this kind of event. If you see an actual occurrence, it needs to be reported immediately so
proper action can be taken. Contacting authorities after the discharge has already occurred may be too late as the damage may have already been done.

It is unlikely you will observe this directly because people who are deliberately discharging try to do it when they will not be seen. This is not al-
ways the case, however, as some people are unaware that the storm sewer carries water to lakes and the bay i they think it goes to the treatment plant.

Dumping may not always consist of a person emptying a bucket or a drum of waste. An illicit discharge might be a tank truck draining its contents
through a hose into a manhole. Sometimes this is a legal, septic tank cleaning procedure where businesses may have a permit allowing them to discharge
to the sanitary sewer system through a manhole.

IF | SEE DELIBERATE DUMPING SHOULD | TELL THEM TO STOP?

People deliberately dumping are breaking the law, and sometimes they know it but do it anyway. You should not take chances by confronting

these peopl e. Report it to the identified cwenftcemantbfficer cemiake stepsa t

to stop the discharge.
LEGAL DISCHARGES

The following discharges ARE considered LEGALUunder t he City of |
DElows from firefighting
DFandscape irrigation and lawn watering
Ditrigation water
DBiverted stream flows
DRising ground waters
DWater line flushing and other contributions from potable water sources
DBncontaminated pumped groundwater
DFEoundation and footing drains
DWater from crawl space pumps
DBncontaminated air conditioning condensation
Dindividual residential car washings
D3prings
DElows from riparian habitats and wetlands
D3wimming pools direct infiltration of ground water to the separate storm sewer system

NOTE: Not ALL of these are considered good practices. It is not a good idea to backwash your swimming pool filter directly into the storm sewer;
the chlorine that you put into your pool to kill bacteria will also kill aquatic life.

A good idea is to wash your car over your lawn so the soapy water can be absorbed by the lawn and not run down the street into the storm sewer
system.

These activities, while not all good things to do, are exempt from the City of Indian Rocks Beach ordinance unless we are able to show that such a
discharge is really causing significant harm to water quality or aquatic life. It simply was not the intent of the City of Indian Rocks Beach to use the ordinance
to try to make people stop washing their cars, etc. The ordinance was intended to deal with large-scale polluters and people committing illicit discharges to
the storm sewer system.

WHAT KINDS OF THINGS SHOULD YOU REPORT?
Location 3 What you observed 3 Any identifying marks 3 Photographs

Through a concerted effort by City staff and residents alike, the lllicit Discharge program will assist in the improvement of water quality as well as
preserving and enhancing the environmental quality of receiving waters of the United States.

The City of I ndian Rocks Beach appreciates ever
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